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JOHN LITTLE (1806-1882) 


John Little emmigrated to Canada from Sligo, Ireland April 18, 
1831 (Zlery Buckley's Genealogy-Bright, Ontario) and seven years 
later on November 15, 1838 married Ann Barber who emmnigrated from 
Sligo in the year 1837. 

John and Ann had a one floor log cabin located at lot # 22; 
Concession # 6, Chinguacousy Township, Peel County which is 
approximately 10 miles north-east of Brampton, Ontario. This is 
were they raised their family. In the census records of 1851, 
enumeration district # 35 Chinguacousy Township the children 

of John and Ann Little were: William-12 yrs., Robert-10 yrs., 
Eliza Ann-8 yrs., Thomas-6 yrs., Jane-l yrs. and James-2 Yrsee 
The Little Family were of the protestant faith and attended the 
Church of England, (1351 Census, Mirro-film reel # C-976, Slide 
164, Line 3 through 50). 

In the year 1851 John Little was 4S years old and his wife Ann 
was 35 years. 

At this time in John's life he Was a farmer and farmed the land 
he lived on plus various other lots in the surrounding district 
as shown by the records in the Lend Registration uffice in Brampton, 
Ontario. He was also an active meniber of the Orange Lodge, Local 
61, which held their meetings at Tullamore and Newton Hewitt \now 
Sand Hill) Chinguacousy Towmship, Peel County. In the years 1856 
ana 185/ John made written accounts of the vrangeman'ts vay Paraacs 
which oceur July 12 th of each year which is a celebration of the 
victory of William of urange over James at the Boyne. 

These accounts were very well written which seems to indicate he 


head an educated mind and hand, 


ate 


As John and Ann's family reached maturity , William settlea in uxford 
County, Bright,Onterio ana marriea Kklizabeth Sanderson ana they haa 
five children, two boys-John ana slery and three girls-dna, Clara 
and Annie. William was a farmer and a carpenter ana built several 
houses one of which was built in Bright, Ontario which is a fine 

well built structure and is still standing (which I have seen) which 
was later occupiea by William's daughters Annie and her husband Frank 
Buckley. 

Kobert, the second son of John and Ann settled in Simcoe, ontario 

and married lirs. Reuben Thoroughgood having one son Robert who 

later lived in Waterford, untario. Robert senior was a Jail Turnkey 
in the Norfolk County Jail and the records show that he didn't settle 
in Simcoe until 1872. 

sliza Ann, the third child of John ana Ann settled in Oxford County, 
Bright, Ontario and married a man named John Riesberry a farmer am 
they had eight children:-four boys, Robert, Albert, William and Edmund 
end four girls:- Annie, Hdith, Alice and Mabel. 

Thomas the fourth child aia some farming and settled in Simcoe, vuntario 
who married Phoebe Austin and had four children, two boys- Harry and 
Austin and two girls-Leota and Muriel. Thomas was a farmer, wrang the 
town bell, photographer and the weigh scale operator at the Simcoe 
Market from 18/2 til. the time of his death in 1922. 

Jane tne fifth chilu of John ana Ann liveu in Simcoe, untario for sume 
time anda lived at the Eli Chadwick Academy House, married Henry Hallett 
anu moved to Lamont, Alberta. Jane and Henry had three-children, two 
boys- James and Bruce and one girl Florence. 

James the sixth child of John and Ann farmed in many areas settling 

in the surrounding areas of Simcoe. James married Mary Crackell and 


had seven children, five boys-Robert, John, Reginald, Goruon ana Ernest 
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ana two girls - Annie May and Ethel Jane. 

In the year 1872 at the age of 66 years, John Little was appointed 
to the position of the Governor ae the Norfolk County Jail (built 
1838) at a salary of 1,000 dollars per annum and living quarters 

at the rear of the Jail. (it is not Imown at this time exactly 
when John ana Ann movea from Peel County to Norfolk County). 

Ann took the positicn vf Matron cf the Jail ana her uuties were tu 
check in the female prisoners, be in attendance when they were having 
their medical checks, serve meals to the cells ana for this she 
received $2uU dollars a year, 

John Little's duties as the Governor uf the Jailwere to: oversee 

the two Turnkeys (one fur dayshift -12 hours anu one for night shift 
12 hours), MNeintain the records of the inmates arrival anu departure, 
purchase fooustuffs ana clothing, assist the Sheriff in taking tne 
sentenced prisoners tne 255 miles to Kingsvon senitentiary by train, 
escorting prisoners that were to be executed to the gall_-ws. shis 
pysition pyroviced living quarters at the Jail for the Go ernor was 
on call 2) hours a day. (information re: duties from a previous 
Governor of the Norfolk County Jail (retired) served in Governor's 
capacity for 20 years (944-1964) interviewed vec. 1, 1973). 

John Little retired from the Governor's position in 1879 at the age 
of 73 years and bought a house from Mr. Arthur Young Wilson. The 
house was located on the North-West corner of Maple and Head Streets 
in Simcoe, Ontario (Lot #5, Block N, now 46, Maple Street,95'x225!) 
on his death, May 12, 1882 (76 years) his wife Ann was made the 
executor of his"Will" and the previously mentioned lot was sold to 
Hurinahvot September e9th, 188). (BxS-62593) for the price of 
$1200. This part of John Little's estate was divided up between 


Willism, Robert, Thomas and Jamas, 


wk < 


John Little was laid to rest in Oakwood Cemetery in Simcoe, 
Ontario to be joined by his wife Ann on February 1, 1492 some 
ten years later. The end of John ana Ann's life. 

The beginning of my family in Canada. 
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Monceus Procession - 1856 


September 8, 1982 


I would appreciate your taking a 
few minutes to read "Monceus Pro- 
cession" which was truly written by 
my Great Great Grandfather and the 
other article which was written by 
myself. 

Could you answer the questions on 
the inside of the front cover? 


Please reply to: 
Robert W. Little 


hth East 38th Street 
Hamilton, Ontario, L8v hG6 


You may keep this copy 


gp 
Questions??? 


Is there such a place as Hewson 
Heights in Tullamore? 


Is the Burrele family mentioned on 
page one your family? 


Is the Orange lodge active in Caledon’ 
East? 


ae 


Is there an’ area called TPanbeark 
Valley? : 

Is there a Monceus Valley in Caledon 
East or in the near-by area? 


=" 
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Tmlewus Proc sion 
se tees 2 Ue. 3. 


by - John Little in the year 1856 


On that ever to be remembered morning of the 12th of July 1856-3- 
As I was traveling on the Side Line through the Tormship of 
Chiguacousy which leads to the village of Tullamore} the sun shone 
with all it's brilliant rays shinning fourth from the east. When 
to my great surprise I heard several cennon shots followed by a 
number of small guns in one continual roar which hurried me on 
until I got over Hewson Heights then apveared that thriving village 
of Tullenore in ell its loyal and magnificent appearance with 
banners flying from every roof. As I entered that village I saw 


scarlet and purple and blue robes crossing every street from house 


to house which united them in one social band. As I cast my eyes 


* 5 = ! 
along the streets I. sey the sparks of loyalty evpear in every persons 


countenance as I aoproached then, 

The next thing took my attention was an Orange Flag, King Villian 
No. 61 and the Connaught Heroes underneath, Serenely as I stood 
gazing on this, seeing with astonishment, I found myself surrounded 
by a nunber of youths who were tastefully decorated with orange 
ribbons and rosettes which would excite the feelings of any looker 
on who would behold such a number of youngsters having the seed af: 
loyslity planted in there little hearts. While this took my 
attention, I was again roused by a brass band artfully arrenged in 
a large stage wagon driven by six horses, each horse wearing a flag, 
handsomly fitted, extending right. and left from both sides which was 
a credit to the party who took the trouble to fit it out. 


on malting inquiry, I found that the whole day was chie fly constructed 


, by the Burrele fanily who should be remembered on the history of 


vrengeism for their éxertion in the celebrating of the enniversary 


of that day. 


After viewing this, seeing with aaniration the next thing that took 
my notice was the members of Lodge No. 61 }ho turned out to cormence 
there procession on horse back with their brass band in front and. 

No. 60) ‘in order leaving the villagers to comfort themselves until 

we would return. 

As we moved along I took the opportunity of viewing the countenance 
of every person as I approached them to see if orangeism had any root’ 
jin their hearts which should on this occasion male its appearance. 

So accordingly, as we came near a brick mansion on the left hand, 

I saw a very respectable female standing were orangeism was quite 
perceptable in her face at any distance. She did not peep through 
the window curtain, she showed the paternal loyalty that was embibed 
in seek from her childhood. 

As those loyal hearts moved along,the nest thing took my notice was 
“Panbork Valley otherwise mow by "cash at home esteblishment", were 
I sav a number of females standing on a platform and a respectable 
looking old gentlemen in their miast who appeared es if soms person 
stood on his corns that morning. During the time of passing those 
remarks the music party played a beautiful eir called "Go to the Devil 
and Shake Yourself" which gave fresh animation to those loyal hearts 
until they reached a lonely tavern on the right hand were we got some 
refreshuent which gave some ventilation to the respiring vrgans. 

Tne word "march" was given. I again louked forward when next appeared 
a lofty Arch artfully constructed and magnificently decorated with 
orenge and purple--- Newtown Hewitt. CGS rarkAt) 

As I peeped through the dust I saw three: stona of sblouss making there 
appearance which soon fell into company with us and passed through the 


“above mentioned Arch, haulted end had some refreshment. 


ose 


Wnoen every lodge fell in according to their right of precedent and 
moved along slowly with a number of persons, male end female, on 
both sides and a train of wagons and other vehicles as far as my 
eyes could extend. 

The procession moved along slowly with the brass pand in front. 
When looking to the right end left I saw some very sour countenance 
and soon some very sparkling ones now and then through the thick 
continued clouds of dust. : 

At length we reached the sandy heights of Caledon were we waided 
enkie deep in sand and dust. When that burning suffocating dust 
apanie so fast to the perspiring limbs of the poor travelers which 
-made them eppear as if they were dressed in one uniform. The 
finest broadcloth appeared no way superior to the home manufactured 
germents. Now I must pass no remarks on the fenale white dresses 
but you mist suppose what they appeared to be when we met at 
, Tonceus Velleys 

Now when we ascended the top of the hill which brought the valley 
in view, then the clouds of dust ceased to blow which prought a 
nunber of persons ouite perceptable to us below. Then a dark watery 
cloud covered the sun which prevented its bwming rays from scorching 
our sand covered faces which enebled us to raise our eyelids which 
were heavy and loaded with dust and persoiration when it was with 
great difficulty we could recognize our nearest relations when we 
met them. 

At length we reached that noted place Monceus valley, and after some 
hard labour we obtained a little refreshment and then preceeded to 
the preaching ground were we met’a lonely wagon not very tastefully 
prepared for the ocassion having Bounise to prevent the sun fron 
burning the uncovered head of the preacher until this want was 


suvvlied by the District Master 
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Then a very eloquent discourse was delivered by the Rev. Williaa 
Armstrong incumbent of St. Mary's Church-Tull enoré. He prefaced 

his discourse with some remarks on being limited as to time and 

wes sorry that he could not lengthen his dienouras on the presentation 
but,he performed his part in a very able and satisfactory manner 

and concluded by saying that the only remarks that could be passed 

on our procession or on the members of the institution was that 

some of them wore straw hats which —_ considered was in no way degrading 
to an orangeman or to any other man no matter what Society he belonged 
to. This remark I consider was very ignorantly made on the part of 
the man who made it. --- (the man is well Imown )- 

The sermon being over there was three cheers for the Queen by the 
members of ten lodges and then prepared to return to our respective 
homes when prevented by a heavy shower of rain woich delayed us for 
some time and prohibited us from being reassexbled again. The rain 
vas a little disagreeable in the first place but aftemrards becane 
very pleasant on account of the dust. 

The rain being over, the purple sky appeared again, we then commenced 
our homeward march in good order and sobriety. 

The glorious twelfth was never celebrated in greater force in this 
district than it has been on this day. 

It is a gratifying evidence that not only is the enetertean hearts 

of this County of Peel strong and sound but the mwinciples of civil 
and religious freedom and the influence of British Conservativisn 

are rapidly extending omongst the people of our little neighbourhood. 
At length ve errived at Newtoim Hewitt were ve parted some other lodges 
of the district. We then marched ealons, nothing but perfect order 


prevailed witil we reached Dornely Hotel ~ Tullamore? 


There wes a tcble handsomely set in the open air and heavily londed 
with the good things of this life which was soon relieved of some of 
its burden after which , some of the varty retired into the sitting . 
room were these demonstrations, in honor of the aay were continued. 

The usual loyal toests ond other sentiments customary on the didastoh 
were drunk and eppropriate speeches made by the Reve Willian armstrong} 
end his Fathers, Messieurs Cheifer, Wright, Eliass. and Archdecan which 
was very interesting to the looker on - which Was continued until 

ten o'clock at night which was en honor to the institution and to 


the persons who then and there presided. 


